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DISTRICT NO. 1. 
Prudential Committee—Francis Bouster. 

Teacher—lst term, Miss Edna Burt. Length of term, 7 
weeks. Whole No. of Scholars, 13. Average attendance, 11. 
2d term, Miss Electa M. Farwell. Whole No. of Scholars, 
17; average, 16. Length of school, 12 weeks. The first 
term fell below the average mark of success, the inexperience 
of the teacher being the. main cause of this partial failure. 
The winter school was one of unusual success. The teacher 
was very thorough and practical in her system, and succeeded 
in awakening a lively interest on the part of the scholars; in 
short, this school was all that could be desired. 

DISTRICT NO. 2. 
Prudential Committee—Gro. Prarr. 

Teacher—Miss Frances H. Graves, one term. Length of 
term, 10 weeks. Whole No. of scholars, 14; average, 10. 
This would be considered a primary school, all the scholars 
being under 12 years. Asa teacher Miss G. was well adapted 
to this school, and succeeded in making this term both pleas- 
ant and profitable. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 
Prudential Committee—Francts PHILures. 


Teacher—1st term, Miss Mary Alden. Length of term, 
6 weeks. Whole number of scholars 9; average, 9. 2d term, 
‘Frank Benjamin. Length of term, 12 weeks. Whole number 
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of scholars, 8; average, 8. Both schools made very good 
progress ; and the record of attendance and general deport- 
ment reflects credit on both teachers and scholars. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 
Prudential Committee—Jarvis C. WALKER. 


Grammar Department— Teacher, Ist term, Miss L. L. 
Brackett. Length of school, 10 weeks. Whole number of 
scholars, 22; average, 20; tardies, 19. Miss B. is one of 
the best of teachers, gaining the respect and esteem of her 
pupils and sparing no pains whatever to bring her school to 
its highest possible standard. Success in her school is a fore- 
gone conclusion. : 

2d Term, J. B. Richardson, Length of term, 10 weeks. 
Whole number of scholars, 37; average, 34. About one-half 
the expense of this term was borne by parties outside the 
district. The higher branches were pursued; and the term 
was more particularly useful to those engaging in those studies. 
The school was a decided success. 

3d Term, Frank 8. Black. Whole number of scholars, 35: 
average, 33. Length of term, 6 weeks. The school made 
rapid progress during the short term, and would, under the 
same circumstances and same length of school as the 2d term, 
have been equally successful. 

Primary Department— Teacher, Miss Mary E. Vilas. 
Length of 1st term, 10 weeks. Whole: number of scholars, 
32; average, 30; tardies, 3. 2d term, length 10 weeks. 
Whole number of scholars, 32; average, 31; tardies, none. 
3d. term, length 6 weeks. Whole number of scholars, 31 ; 
average, 30; tardies, none. 

A glance at this record, perhaps, is the best recommenda- 
tion that can be given these schools; but a word more might 
be added: the school was in every particular a success, the 
course of instruction was very thorough and complete, the 
habits formed correct and useful, and the progress exceeded 
the most sanguine expectations. 


DISTRICT NO. 5 


Prudential Committee—Joun V. GREENE. 


Teacher—ist term, Lucie Greene. Length of term, 10 
weeks. Whole number of scholars, 21; average, 18; tar- 
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dies, 5. 2d term, Emily Greene. Length of term, 14 weeks. 
Whole number of scholars, 31; average, 28. Compared with 
other schools in town, the summer term was about an average 
one; the general deportment was very good, and the progress 
fair ; not so much interest was manifested, however, as in the 
winter term. In the latter, the teacher was very thorough in 
her course, the scholars seemed waked up to a sense of their 
duty, and a very useful school was the result. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 
Prudential Committee—Joun Ducan. 
Teacher—Miss Addie Marsh. Length of term, 13 1-2 
weeks. Whole number of scholars, 9; average, 6. This 
school could not be considered above the average, on account 
of the irregularity of attendance; the tcacher’s efforts, how- 
ever, were deserving of much credit. 
DISTRICT NO. 7. 
Prudential Committee—Horact Howarp. 
Teacher—Miss Helen L. Mansfield. Length of school, 
71-2 weeks. Whole number of scholars, 20; average, 17; 
tardies none. One found much here worthy of commenda- 
tion—a faithful teacher, earnest and persevering scholars, and 
a very decided improvement in the school generally. We do 
not hesitate to pronounce this one of our best schools. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 
Prudential Committee—C. H. Fry. 
Teacher—Both terms, Miss Lilla C. Partridge. Length of 
term, 7 weeks; 2d term, 8 weeks. Whole number of schol- 
ars, lst term, 5; 2d term, 8. The characteristics of these 
schools were perfect order, correct deportment, and very 
marked improvement in the several branches of study pursued. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Prudential Committee—Amasa Horr. 

Teacher—1st term, Miss Lettie Taylor. Length of term, 
4 weeks. Whole number of scholars, 1. 2d term, Miss Addie 
G. Brown. Length of term, 5 weeks. Whole number of 
scholars, 3; only one belonging to district reported. Did not 
visit the schools, but from knowledge obtained of them, judge 
that they accomplished all that could be expected of schools 
with one scholar. 
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DISTRICT NO. 10. 


Prudential Commiitee—Gro. W. F. TEMPie. 


Teacher—Josie J. Stone. Whole number of scholars, 5. 
Length of term, 8 weeks. This was an excellent school, 
teacher and scholars both laboring to secure the greatest good 
to all. 

DISTRICT NO, 11. 


Prudential Committee—AvstTiIn SMITH. 


Teacher—1st term, Miss J uliette Osgood. Length of term, 
6 weeks. Whole number of scholars, 13; average, 12. 2d 
term, James M. Perkins. Length of term, 8 weeks. Whole 
number of scholars, 13; average, 13. Both terms in this 
district suffered from the same cause, namely, a failure on the 
part of the teachers to govern their schools; consequently 
they could be considered only partially successful. 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 
Prudential Committee—J ames Brown. 


Teacher—1st term, Miss Mary Jewett. Length of term, 
8 weeks. Whole number of scholars, 18; average, 14. The 
irregularity of attendance is a serious obstacle in the way of 
progress here; the teacher’s efforts were highly praiseworthy, 
and all that was needed to make the school a success was a 
better attendance. 2d term, Geo. Mayo. Length of school, 
10 weeks. Whole number of scholars, 16; average, 14. This 
was a very good school; but the same difficulty presented 
itself as in the summer. Much more might be accomplished 
with a better attendance. 


DISTRICT NO. 13. 
Prudential Committee—PrELtTIAH CLARK. 


Teacher—Miss M. A. Huntley. Length of term, 7 1-2 
weeks. Whole number of scholars, 10; average, 8. The 
praise here is due to the scholars rather than to any special 
effort of the teacher; a fair improvement was observed at the 
close. 
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GENERAL: REMARKS. 


The schools for the past year have been unusually success- 
ful, having had but four out of twenty-three terms that were 
not satisfactory. . 

With one or two exceptions, the teachers have been consid- 
erably above the average; and the scholars through the town 
generally seeming to realize the situation in regard to the 
school money, have endeavored to make up for the small 
amount allotted them by a closer application to study; and 
the highest commendation is due them for their worthy efforts. 

Several instances occurred where teachers commenced their 
schools without consulting your Committee. This, we think, 
is a mistake, to say the least; and several reasons might be 
given to confirm the statement, but one or two will be suffi- 
cient: First, the teacher may not be.qualified, as in one in- 
stance was the case, and no certificate of qualification could 
be given; again, it is not always advisable for some of the 
best teachers to engage in all schools; and, further, if a cer- 
tificate is withheld after the term commences, it is almost sure 
to destroy the usefulness of that term at least. Let us hope 
that this evil may be removed, as the remedy lies entirely in 
the hands of the Prudential Committee. 

Your attention is called again to the record of attendance. 
‘The best teacher cannot make a school a success with such 
‘an array of tardy and absent marks as the registers of some 
‘districts show. Scholars absent or tardy not only lose their 
interest, but exert a detrimental influence over the whole 
school; this, too, is remediable at home. 

Your attention is further called to the fact of the steady 
decrease of scholars in the more remote districts. No. 9 
reports one scholar; is it wise to support a public school 
longer under such circumstances ? The Superintendent of 
Public Instruction has recommended the town system instead 
of the district. We neither recommend nor object to it, but 
simply ask your candid consideration of the subject. 

In conclusion, while we believe that the success of schools 
depends mainly upon the efforts of the teacher, a very mate- 
rial aid can be rendered them by a more earnest co-operation 
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of the parents and guardians; and if we would have them 
attain the highest degree of perfection, let us do our part of 
the work ; in no other way can we provide for our material 
interests or instill into the minds of the young a love of order 
and sobriety than by contributing generously towards the 
maintenance of our schools, and giving to worthy teachers 
our earnest and hearty support. 
HD DI Kana 
Supt. School Committee. 


FINANCIAL REPORY, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 


Ist, 1874. 


Valuation of the town, April 1, 1878, real 


and personal estate, 


289 Polls, 


$536,760 00 


238,900 00 


ee eee 


$565,660 00 


Less amount exempt, 


0,900 00 


%560,160 00 


The rate of taxation is $1.45 on one hundred dollars mon- 


ey tax. 


Amount of tax required to be assessed by law and by vote 
of ‘the town is as follows: 


State Tax, 


County ‘lax, 

Schooling required by law, 
Ordinary town charges, 

For paying debts and interest, 
Percentage, about 2} per cent. 


Tax on dogs, 


2,888 00 
1,070 57 
1,393 00 
100 00 
8,000 00 
168 54 
$8,120 11 
64.00 


$8,184 11 
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ORDERS ISSUED. 


ee 


ORDINARY TOWN CHARGES: 


S. A. Mitchell. services as selectman, 

S M Kidder, a A 

F. L. Prentiss: Hy town clerk, 
L. Chandler, Kt auditor, 

C. K. Vilas, 4. treasurer, 
S. H. Porter, a auditor, 

W. R. Howard, “s selectman, 
C. K. Vilas, ‘s liquor agent, 
D. H. Still, insufficiency of highway, 
S. N. Kidder. for printing town reports, 


A. EK. Smith, abatement of taxes, 

R. Washburn, * 

A. R. Emerson, record ed order book, 

L. Fisher, watering-trough, 

D. Knights, : 

P. Allen, sweeping town hall, 

S. Powers, coffin straps, 

8. Cochran, insufficiency in highway, 

S. A. Mitchell. for stationery, 

C. K. Vilas, services as liquor agent, 

H. D. Dickey, services as school committee, 
A. R. Emerson, books, stationery and incidentals, 
J.8. Walker, watering-trough, 


J. G. Turner. 
A. Stephens, services as collector of taxes, 
Wm. Howard, ‘* liquor agent, 


J. Marvin, abatement of tax for 1869, 
A. Stephens, abatement of taxes, 


ea ate net meee 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES 


Horace Knight, work on highway, 
Jasper Smith. 

Wat) ‘ady «4 66 

H. W. Baeiond us 
John Smith, 

S. Scott, shoveling snow, 


31 
5d 
37 

3 

3 
70 
87 
38 
23 


00 
Td 
» 00 
2 Ov 
00 
00 
00 


) 00 


00 
50 


25 


17 
Td 
00 
00 
50 
On 
00 
35 
25 
OO 
35 
00 
00 
00 
50 
4] 
68 


$756 


46 
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E I. Townsend, shoveling snow, 7 20 
E_ Davis, work on highway, 5 00 
C. Washburn, ni 10 00 
Ira Leason, ee i 60 
F. 0. Cady, * < 8 10 
J. Smith, i i 6 80 
D. H. Stall, - 4 6 50 
M. Hatch, 4 . 10 00 
H. W. Raymond, *‘ i 3 00 
G. Caldwell, , wi 9 25 
wn ae Wood, = 5 40 
S. Scott, 4 st | 65 
C. Washburn, ‘ is 8 50 
F. P. H. Lyman, ‘‘ 5 9 30 
D. O. Nash, vs iS 1 00 
W.O. Kemp, ‘ as 15 90 
A. Holt, ys % 7 80 
J. A. Kidder, ‘“ fF 5 10 
M. J. Kidder, “ 4 7 80 
C. Wilder, 4 4 9 45 
H. Washburn, ‘ q T 00 
J. Caldwell, Me if LEE TT 
L. G. Thurston, ‘ % Hy! 
J. A. Brown, ‘* a 69 
H. Knight, sb 4 97 
W. R. Hale, of fe 25 
A KE. Smith, a 10 
G. W. F. Temple,‘ 4 20 
F. A. Bolster. * it 05 
C. F. French, ‘* rs 00 
G. W. F. Temple, “ HK 65 
I. Hooper, ss q 62 
J. Milliken, ig 4 

T. Garity, x 
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S. A. Mitchell, working non resident tax, 
J. Milliken, work on highway, 

G. Stearns. - v 

D. Racnon s :, 

W. O. Blake, working non resident tax, 
W. O. Blake, work on highway, 

A. J. Chandler, ‘ 

J. H. Shepard, ‘lumber and labor, 

J. T. Mayo, work on highway, 

H. Washburn, planks and labor, 

A. Morrison, work on highway, 
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S. Wiley, bridge plank, 

‘F. Peabody, bridge timber and labor, 

J. Dungan, work on highway, 

Holmes & Buxton, bridge plank, 

S. D. Morrison, work on highway, 

G. G. Banks, bridge plank, 

Francis A. Bolster, working on highway, 
J. P. Forristall, plank and labor, 

S. Angier, work on highway, 

Mason Hatch, plank and work, 

S. M. Kidder, plank, timber and labor, 
R. E. Gates. labor on highway, 

H. W. Allen, “ 

Geo. Pratt, 
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FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


. % 
District No. 1, Francis A. Bolster, Committee, 
2. George Pratt. sf 
. 8, Francis Phillips, 
if 4, Jarvis C. Walker, it 
‘ 5, John V. Green, i 
ty 6, John Dungan, " 
ins T, Horace Howard, se 
3 8, Chas H. Frye, x 
3: 9, Amasa aa ef 
10, George W. F. Temple, ‘‘ 
4 V1, Austin EK. Smith, nf 
ff 12. James A. Brown, 
Ft 18, Peltiah Clark, as 
Union, Freeman H. Campbell, + 
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COUNTY PAUPERS. 


W.S. Brown. for E. Rawson, 
E. Wood. for Mary Cobb, 

N. Brown, for E. Rawson, 

F. J. Burge, for Joseph Prince, 
N. Brown, for E. Rawson, 

N. Brown. for E. Rawson, 

F. J. Burge, for paupers, 


Se) 


00 6 =J 09 GS H CO CD CD CO 
i 
ty 


$ 73. 12 
73.99 
123 66 


, $1.488 98 


g 8 00 
7 50 
8 00 
1 00 
8 00 
5 00 
2 00 
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EK. Wood, for Mary Cobb, 30 50 
N. Brown, for E. Rawson, 5 00 
R. Brockway, for W. H. Stone, 43 00 
N. Brown, for E Rawson, 10 00 
N, Brown, for E. Rawson, 5 00 
S. T. Smith, for medical attendance on C. W. H. Stone, 5 00 
N. Brown, for E. Rawson, 4 57 
E. Wood, for Mary Cobb, 19 85 
F. J. Burge, for transient paupers, 1 00 
$163 42 
TOWN PAUPERS. . 

. A. Brown, for G. H. Willis, & 8 50 
_R. Hale, for Lydia Willis, 25 00 
rs for supporting Lydia Willis, 100 00 
. D. Morrison, . Eddie Willis, 15.21 
. ©. Williams, for Eddie Willis, 380 00 
. Hale, for Lydia Willis, 14 56 
. A. Browne. for G. H. Willis, 18 00 
. B. Howard, for Mrs. Fletcher, 1 84 
. D. Morrison, for freight on C. E. Wilson’s goods, 5 380 
. F. French, for Martha Fletcher, : 8 00 
. W. Linsley, for Martha Fletcher, 2 80 
. M. Kidder, for C. E. Wilson, | 10 27 

. A. Lovell. for E. P. Emerson, C. E. Wilson and 
Mrs. Fletcber, 42 96 
. B. Porter, for medical attendance on ©. E. Wilson, 2 50 
ufts & Co, for C. E. Wilson, 31 87 
G. M. Rogers, for Mrs. Fletcher, 3 67 
H. C. Johnson, for EK. P. Emerson, 18 00 
E. C. Williams, for Eddie Willis, 27 54 
J. A. Browne, for G. H. Willis, 10 57 
S. A. Burroughs, house rent and fuel for C. E. Wilson, 9 86 
Holmes & Buxton. for C. E. Wilson, 2 45 
$388 90 

AMOUNT PAID FOR LLQUORS. 

C. K. Vilas, to pay for liquors, $282 93 
‘Wm. Howard, 287 29 
C. K. Vilas, to pay freight on liquors, 4 12 


$574 34 
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PAYMENT OF TOWN NOTES AND INTEREST. 


S. A. Burroughs, $7 00 
S. A. Burroughs, 5 00 
S. A. Burroughs, ; 5) 00 
S. Tuttle, T5 00 
5. A Burroughs, 1 06 
Nancy P. Haynes, | 72 59 

$165 59 


DAMAGE DONE BY DOGS. 


David Scanlan, #10 00 
Total amount of orders, $3,980.46. 


Number and value of horses, cattle and sheep that were 
taxable March Ist, 1873: 


804 Horses, $26,107 00 
886 Cattle, 32,108 00 
1,576 Sheep, 49,044 00 


SALMA eI 


RECAPITULATION. 


oo 


Orders for ordinary town charges, $ 756 46 
highways and bridges, 482 82 

‘¢ support of schools, 1,488 98 

‘ town paupers, 888 90 

Ff county paupers, 168 42 

‘© payment of town notes and interest, 165 59 
«damage done by dogs, ) 10 00 

‘© liquors. 574 34 

_ town bonds and coupons, 3,206 00 
On order issued before last settlement, 12 00 
$7,198 46 

RECEIVED. 

Cash in treasury, March 1, 1878, 82.961 76 
Cash of county, 156 25 
Amount assessed and delivered, A. Stevens, 
collector, 8,184 11 

Cash literary fund, 96 35 
‘* savings bank tax, TOT 24 


‘© Interest on Eunice Cheever’s note, 6 00 
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*¢ Sale of liquors, T1L 08 

‘ Oliver Shepard, tax, 1872, 16 02 
** Non resident highway tax, paid in money, 47 59 

‘‘ Of State on rejected bounty claims, 60 00 

‘- J. Marvin, on tax of 1869, 98 41 

‘¢ For old iron sold, | 18 

‘‘ Tnterest collected on tax, 1878, 2& 10 

‘+ Of 8S. M. Kidder, 1 50 
$18,075 19 

EXPENDED. 

Cash paid State tax, | $2,388 00 
“County, 1,070 57 
Amount of orders issued since March 1, 1878, 3,980 46 
Cash paid, town bonds, 1,550 00 
‘¢ ** Coupons and interest on town bonds, 1,656 00 

*¢ On order unpaid at last settlement, 12 00 
4ash in treasury, March 1, 1874, 2,418 16 
$138,075 19 

INDEBTEDNESS OF TOWN. 
Bonds unpaid, $26,250 00 
Town notes unpaid. 943 69 
Interest on bonds, from Jan. 1 to Mar. 1, 1874, 262 50 
Coupons matured Jan. 1, 1874, unpaid, =, 82 50 
Due the several parishes for hearses, 150 0) 
Due school districts, . 108 85 
$27,792 54 
ASSETS. 

Eunice Cheever, note, $100 00 
Old taxes due, uncollected, 37 18 
Liquors on hand, 179 25 
Due from George Wilder, 24 42 
Due from County, on pauper bills, 45 84 
Balance in treasury, March 1, 1874, 2,418 16 
Balance of indebtedness, , 24,987 59 
$27,792 54 

Balance of indebtedness, March 1, 1873, $25,919 T1 
Balance of indebtedness, March 1. 1874, 24,987 59 


Reduction of indebtedness the past year, $932 12 
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The undersigned, a board of auditors chosen by the town of 
Alstead to examine the accounts of the affairs of said town, 
hereby certify that we have attended to'the duty assigned 
and find the accounts of the Selectmen properly cast 
balanced, and with proper vouchers therefor. 

LYMAN CHANDLER, 
JOHN G. DINSMORE, 
WHITNEY BREED, 

Auditors of the Town of Alstead. 


March 5, 1874. t 
ESTIMATED EXPENSES FOR 1874. 
Ordinary town charges, $1,200 00 
Highways and bridges, 1,500 00 
Schools, amount, required by law, 1,898 00 
Interest on town debt, 1,600 00 
County tax, 1,015 00 
State tax, 1,592 00 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


A. R. EMERSON, 
SAMUEL M. KIDDER, 
SYLVESTER A. MITCHELL, 


Selectmen of Alstead, 


